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Amid the noisy chatter of the function
he recently attanded on thi Vaal River,
Commander Tietsi Mokhete had a moment
of intense rellection

The dats connactad far ihe first time
about my relatinaship with water and
sallng,’ he Says

| was propelled inta the past, whare as
a tesnager | sat along this very rver’s barks
watching lessure boats while studying for
exams. It was a seemingly impossible dream
o nope that I, as a black South Afncan,
walld one day be able to enjoy the rver
in @ similar fashicon. | felt very humbled by
thie miemoy.’

It not surprising that the Commandir
may have stored such memarnies at the back
of his mind, given the lfe that was to fallow

one of tortune and pain, abandonment
and kaneliness

His future seemed assared when, as
one of only 14 AEC] bursary awardees,
Mokhele proudly embarked on his studies
Al-the Technikon Northem Gauteng with
dhreams of becoming ane of the tirst black

chemical enginesars.

But this was.a time of unrest and
palitical matability, &s students rebeilsd
against the apartheid government. Mokhele
found himself caught up in actions that
earnad him the attention of the police and
an returning o his village, after abandoning
what seemed to him his fruitless studies, he
wias soon arrested, fadled and charged with
high treasan

During the years that Mokhele was
imprisoned he endured torture 50 extremea
11 would take him many years 1o necover,
poth paychologically and physically,

Or his release in 1986, by then'a full
and recognised member of the still-banned
ANC and no kanger safe nor welcome in
Sauth Africa, Mokhele was otfered the
chance 1o study either aviation or shipping
in Europe,

Enowing litthe 1o nothing about aviation,
and perhaps driven by a subconscious spark
of nostalgia for those peaceful days on
the river, he optod for sea study. From the
eatreme heat of Atnca to the darkest cold of
the snowy seas at the Caspan Higher Naval
College in the Soviet Union, and parhaps

thinking his days of death and despair were
finally behind him, Mochele then witnessed
the warst kind of human slaughier as Muslms
and Christians took 10 arms 1n what is now
the Republic of Azerbaijan

The effect that canflict had on me
rengyad my commitment Lo my country
and | vowed that | would not allow myself
1o watness this kind of behaviour ever again
Alas, Makheld’s trals were not yel avef

He couldn®t return 1o South Africa and
in the wake of thee collapse of the Soviet
Linion, Maokhele was homeless and stranded
With Nelson Mandela's help, the Tanzanian
gavernment offered Mokhele refuge, but
his matiime skills were wasted there

Instead, and with news af the release of
Mandela and the unbanning of the ANC, he
dedstated himsoll to the process of rehabill
tating retuming South African exiles including
Umkhonio we Sizwe fighters

Firsally, In @ hittersweet twist of late fou
Maokhele, he was abbe to return fo South
Africa, but anly for seven days, 1o attend the
funeral of Chis Hand who had been mstru-

mental in Mokhale's leaving South Afnca in

'That conflict renewed my commitment to
my country and | vowed that | would not
allow myself to witness this kind of
behaviour ever again’
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ADVERTORIAL

Samsa: Guardians of South Africa’s
coastal waters

Commander Tsietsi Mokhele has positioned
as the champion for the African agenda in

Mo African country has the unique
geostrategic position that South Africa
oLoupies, surrounded as it is on the west,
south and east by sea,

Its 3 000-plus km of coastline is
an imperative sea route, often referred
1o as the maritime choke point of the
southern hemisphere, which links
the south Atlantic and Indian oceans,

The economy of the country, along
with those of its landlocked neighbours
and sub-5aharan nations are enormoushy
dependent upen the use of its ports as
a gateway for trade and commerce

In total, South Africa has a territonal
maritime zone of some 4.34 million square

kilometres, 3 vast estate that needs pratection.

not just from an ecological aspect but also
o manitor the 430 million tons of cargo
transported to and from its ports.

Guardianship of the waters is a naticnal
imperative and is undertaken by the South
African Maritime Safety Authority (Samsa)
uncer the capable leadership of Commander
Tsietsi Mokhele

He regards Samsa as a champeon for
Africa as a whole and 25 a new face ta drive
the African agenda in becoming a global
trade partner

'5u|.r|:i1#j"-frlca is 1o Africa what India is to
Asia and what Brazil is to South America in

terms of maritime importance. This mears
that our shipping patterns have an impact
on the amount of trade between countries,
which in turn dictates production volumes,
the structure of industry as well as costs
and ultimately individual income.'

While Samsa’s main mission is to promote
the country’s maritime interests, it has a
number of broader objectives outside of
economic and trade actiities

Essentially it has three arms: providing
sefvices an behalf of the government;
technical services to the local and interna-
hanal marttime industry; and ministrations
1o its stakeholders

On behalf of government, Samsa maintains
and proposes legisfation policies relating to all
maritime issues. It has the authority to liaise
with other governments and institutions on
behalf of the minister of Transport

It has contral of the ports and provides
acoident investigations; administers govern-
ment maritime contracts: manages pollution
prevention and response capability; and
stands as a representative at international
forums. Samsa’s technical capability
includes the following:

* Ensuring safety certification through
statutory surveys of 54 and foreign vessels
* Providing assistance and advice on maritime

legistation

the South African Maritime Safety Authority
becoming a global trade partner

= Approving construction and refitting of
vessels and the parts and equipment used

* Acting as a consultancy on technical matters,
safety and qualifications,

The service Samsa provides to stakeholders
covers, among other things:

* Safety equipment approval

= Ship investigations and inspections of cargo

* Approval and moderation of marine training
and the standards thereof

* Registration of ships

* Casualty investigation and management

* Pollution and environmental concerns

* The promation of seafarer training

= The collection and maintenance of shipping
information and statistics.

Yot another role that Samsa undertakes
15 that of marine watchdog. Security of the
witers 1s essenfial for ensuring that sea lanes
of communication are not breached and that
ports and harbours remained protected, parti-
cularly given the spate of piracy activities off
the North African coastline.

It is Samsa, along with the SA Navy, that
helps to minimise the threat of pirates moving
southwards. But the true value of Samsa, says
Mokhele, fies in touching lives, be that through
education, career guidance and job oppor-
tunities, or simply by continuing 1o play its
role as the queet, but competent, navigatar
and custodian of our seas.
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