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South Africa may have won the bid to host the 2010 Fifa World Cup, but the event belongs
to Africa. It has motivated change for the better and world headlines can herald the positive
aspects that the continent has introduced in preparation for the greatest show on earth.

By Kerry Dimmer

Fila mode it quite clear that when Seuth Africa wen the bosling
bid, it hed dene so on the undersianding that the event would
leave a lasting legoey bor Allica, and that the entire confinent
should banefit by using the brond 1o mofivale development.

For those Afiican couniizs that have taken achantoge of this
opportiunity, intresticiunl chonge showld hove the biggest impoct
on its ciiizans when all is said and done. But essantially 1t is the
economic boost that presents the biggest cpportunities.

Consider that the 2006 Fifo Weid Cup atrocted o global
oudience of 26.3 billion, and with an astimated 450 000
international visitors expected in South Africa for this yeor's
competition, thare hos never been o bigger chance for Afica
1o market itsell. And, ol the end of the dey, its really all abeul
making meney o improve the lives of ofl Africans and nat just
the citizens of Souh Africa,

According o Fitn spokesperson, Delia Fischer, it s impossible
b quantify how much profit will be made by South Altica: The
economic impoct of the Fifa Warld Cup goes beyond the merne
staging of the event There are mediune and losgterm benefits
related fo the soutism sector, building of public infrastrucre, |ob
creatien [shai and long term), o5 well oz business opporiunities
for small and medium companies, especially the service providers
during the event.’

Astonishing fiquies emetged fom neseorch underaken by
Grant Thernlsn: The 2010 Fito Wedd Cup will contribute
LIS$7.4 billion fo the South Alrican economy, generaling

-

415 000 jobs ond contibuling US$2.4 billion in tox income
o the govemmen, The sludy also esfimates that the 450 000
aurists will spend areund US$1.2 billion during their stay in
Sauth Africa. Hew then will this Iranslate info benelits for other
Ahicon countries?

SADC presants viast invastmant apportunities in key seclors
aof the inhashuchiol development, services, lounsm, ade
and transpaorl industriss. With this in mind, the SADC 2010
Ivvastment Pramation Programme wos lounched last yeor, aimed
at promoting sustoinable investment o the region against the
backdiop of the Confederation of Alican Foatball's (CAF) 2010
Africa Cup of Nations and the 201 0'Filo Wordd Cup:

“We want o ensure that all 15 member stees banefit from
fhe international expasure that these fwo events olfer in ferms
of invesimant cppordunifies,” says |udith Mwako, infastochne
cooidinator at the SADC Direclorate of Infrastructure and
Sarvices. The programme will wn wntil eénd 2011 by which
time: vz hope o achieve two major objectives. Firstly, we
want to roise owareness of the SADC ragion as on inwesimen!
deslination geared towards viable business partnerships, and
secandhy we wanl the economic benefits 1o be susioinabls

The two events will play a crucial role in moking the region
kncown, and not just as o fowism desinalion. Africa has
incredible patential for investors who may have been unawaore
ol its hidden ossets. If's Africa's furm and with the eyes of the
world poinked in our direction we'll be helping o focililaie
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the promotion of some of the region's highly marksiable projects

o the larger concentration of visitors in aur region al thet fime.
Mhwako's colleogue, SADC director bor Trade, Indusiry, Finance

and Ivestment, Boitumelo Gothamadime, is also optimistic: ‘In
SADCs alfors to sell Alica 1o the infernational communiny with

a view lo atrocting visitors and Investors, we've been building

on a relationship with sister orgonisation, Comesa. This honslates
into 2¢s member countries — almost half of the continent — that wil
be campaigning ond showeasing African business.”

Golhamodimo says alhough the motivation to be in Alrica may

b the 2010 Fila Wadd Cup, many visitors will also bove interests
elsswhere and it is the privote secior that will reap the biggest
sconomic benelils. Asked whether Alrican siales are doing
enough to promote their couttries, Gofhomodima was divided:
Yas and no, In the cose of CAF not a lot of greundwork was
done priot ko the event. But there are a couple of months Il

for our notians o improve their effors before the main event

i South Africo, Much ean sill be done and | believe fhat os

we confinue 1o engage ond work fogether, we'll be oble o
ensure that foctball fons will comy bock o message o thair own
counities that Alica 15 mare than ready 1o frade and hos viokle

and prefitable projects on offer’
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With an
estimated

450 000
international
VISItOrs expected
in South Africa
for this year’s
competition, there
has never been

a bigger chance
for Africa to
market itself

MNamibia has indicoted that It expects 1o feel the banafits
betore, during and afier the gomes bul cannat yet predict the
socioreconomic impadd of the Word Cup on the country. If's
focused on afrocfing fravallers such as disploced Soulh Aficans
wha do not want to be in their hameland during June and July, os
well as the intemalianal firstfime ond regular ravellers /speciatons
wha will use the oppostunity o visit o few Alican countries

‘Ina best case scenano,” says Maggie Mbake, spokes-
persan for Mamibia Tourism, ‘an influx of the 1argeted fauriss,
and possibly intemational media, will further boost the alieady
burgeoned fourism industry which in un will contribute o the
couniry's growih.”

Zimbabwe and Bolswana have also upped their promao-
fional afferts. Each is hoping that investors will be drawn to
theit mining, tourism and infrasfructure d&mlnpmr_mr projects
with Botswana seemingly most kesn fo showease its diamond
and educational hubs.

That Zimbabwe has o poor repulation nesds no menlicn
ond perhops it's hoping 1o alleviale some of those negativities
on the back of the 2010 Fifa Wardd Cup. The govammant
has registered more than 4 000 houses that will be wned
intoy lodges lo complement hetsl accommodation. The Tourism
and Hospitality Industry secratary, Sylvesier Maunganidze, has
siofed that Zimbabwe is expeding 1 30 000 jaurists to visit
his country during the event ond that 19 cabinet ministers are
currentty working on praparations geored fowards the fosmament

Maozambigue is spending millians of dollars en infastrustune
projects; hoping lo-atract proctice sessions ond the resuliont
tamily, press and fans that fravel with 1eams. s rehakbilitating
the raitway link between Maputo and South Africa and is



2010 FIFA WORLD CUP

spanc million an its hotels, cosinos ane

IR

activities. lesotho, on fhe oiher hand, has no major odlivities
gemed ioward he Vorld Cup; but neighbour Swazilond
Fas =.-|-_:'§I|I'-‘.| memorndums of agreement with Mozamb (1]

] South Africa’s

colnborm )
codaborale an AU

Zombia m

feam io peactice there but used the o

some. of s slodiums,

All the couniries t mentivned, incduding South Africa

and Angofa, are using the Word Cup to de

op the saven

| increasa

n s in the

franstra

ourism patential beyond e historic event

Malow, just bwo -hours by air fram Sowth Afica, is hoging

1o hast some of the

3 BP0

tor aftend the evant while the Tanz:

n government has raised

SCrmi |

n for mark efing is courdry Mo WOroms

s: Furirar north, even Ethiopla recognisas

rd media chann

the potantiol the event will beng far invesiment, particularty ir

I erpviranmenial and developmeni projects

And what about Ghana, whose Block Stars team |

predicted by - someafimes accurgte — English paychic Miss Knock

frevdde and invesimen!

ey win the toumag fends lo hes

roodshows in the ¢ i of Cifeas fhat Ine leam wil e Basag in

while in Soulh Attlca. Ghana

o h _:|I ighit its ol |_:"|:_‘J fas

Lteras [ne f?'ll::'r] '.:'|'|-'.| g aclivilies os v.,-lf-"

03 driving ‘|I-E' COnce

s deslingfions

ned just the Voedld

2 Meanime, Ka

Obamo

acl” = that of having o LS president

with mamy cther iEahas, is

Increasing its girline copocity by schaduling mare Hig

Ll th Ina enevwed interest in | SOy

278



201

0 FIFA WORLD CUP

280

Most African
countries are
using the World
Cup to develop
conservation

areas in the region
that will increase
the tourtsm
potential beyond
the historic event

Owerall, every Alrican countty hos already hod some benefit
fram the Warld Cup, no matier hew small. Delia Fischer paints
ot thet Fifa launched the Win Ahica with Alrica inifiafive in
2005, with US$70 million dedicated to, omang other things,
building foatball turf pitches in each of the 53 countries, oiding
with the piolessionalism af the national leagues, the raining
of Aliican ootball exsculives, invalvement in sports medicine
projects and even raining courses for the Alicon media. Ancther
il programme, Fooiball for Hope, is effectively spreading the
message that foothall can be used as a ool for peace, social
development and soacial change.

Commenialors are saying there 1s o shift in the way pecple
novwe ook at Africa, but the real challsnge will coma when the
Wiorld Cup is over. Can what Afiico does now have susioinable
benekits ar the future and will it be able to mainiain e momentum
it is cieating, particularly in the fourism indusiry, beyond 20102

Ceriginly Sauth Alricans will be smiling. They will be-enjgying
the upgraded transport facilities — hat arguably match any in
the world = for some years to come. They naw have world-class
gitparis, 1oads and stadiums that may not hove been as quickhy
farthcoming without the Fifa Warld Cup carmct.

The Soulh Alican govermment's confribution fo Werld Cup
reloted projects is LS$2.8 billion. s nafional lottery allocated
U5$11 million te the Local Organising Commines for the
develspment of spart and community projects thioughaout the
eountry, I is not clear how much the private secior has spent
{ond how much its siill ikely to spand], bul the figure bandied
about it in the region of US$ 13.7 billion. This has cerainly
helped business, particulorly the construction indusiry, 1o siay
afloat ding the worldwide econamic crisis.

The shear magnitude of the numbsrs associoted with the
2010 Fifa Weld Cup, whethar financial or stofistical, almost
barders on the ridicalous, bul there (s nothing ridiculous about
the swelling pride that all Africans share as they unite to play ball
with the world, -






